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on our means of conception, our data, our acquaintance with relevant facts. What we cannot conceive to-day science may make conceivable tomorrow ; but we must not anticipate to-day what belongs to to-morrow.
Let us appeal, then, merely to facts and science. Do they afford any grounds for the materialistic explanation of the origin of life? Certainly not. So far as our knowledge extends, there is not a single fact to warrant the hypothesis that life has originated from mere matter, from what is inert and inactive. The spontaneous generation of life from the lifeless has often been asserted, and has sometimes been attempted to be proved, but undoubtedly the verdict of science is that organisms arise only from organisms, that life is only produced by that which lives. Endeavours like those of Crosse, and Pouchet, and Bastian, to establish the contrary, have only demonstrated their own futility, and increased the probability that ovine vivum ex vivo is a law of nature which has no exceptions. No man has ever changed any inorganic matter into a living vegetable without the help of a pre-existing vegetable germ ; nor vegetable matter into animal, without an animal germ. All known facts give their testimony against spontaneous generation.
Further, the phenomena of life are very peculiar and quite unexplained by the mechanics and